\, CHURCH OF ENGLAND
SCHOOL

Winslow Church of England School Handwriting Policy

Handwriting expectations:

Reception LWLS letter formation

KST Daily

Year 3 and 4 10 minutes three times a week
Year 5 and 6 10 minutes twice a week

Progression of handwriting skills:

Reception

At Winslow CE School, we follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds (LWLS) phonics
programme. Children in Reception will begin learning the LWLS letter formation (see
Appendix A) during phonics lessons from Week 2 of the Autumn term following the
progression of GPCs taught. Children will begin to apply these formation phrases when
spelling during phonics lessons in Autumn 1, Week 5 planning.

Year 1

Pupils in Year 1 will begin daily handwriting sessions. Letter formation will continue to
be taught using the LWLS formation phrases.

National Curriculum Aims:

Pupils should be taught to:

o sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly

o begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the
right place

o form capital letters

e formdigits 0-9

o understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are
formed in similar ways) and to practise these

Autumn 1:

se.coadgqgesf
see2 i tjyu

Autumn 2:

seazmnrhbpk



Set4: VW X Z

Spring 1 and Spring 2:

Reinforcement of letters already taught using formation phrases.

Capital letters:

A B

X O < O
<l o X O
N O»W | m
—
-

H
O P
v

Summer 1:

Begin handwriting of tricky words and CVC words.

Summer 2:

Recap of letter formation, including capital letters and tricky words. Begin to learn
handwriting by writing simple sentences.

Year 2

Pupils in Year 2 will continue to have daily handwriting sessions. Diagonal and
horizontal strokes will be introduced. Letter formation will be taught using the LWLS
formation phrases, even when diagonal and horizontal strokes are taught. The looped k,
Y, g, f, j should be taught. The phrases ‘lead in’ and ‘join’ will be used.

National Curriculum Aims:

Pupils should be taught to:

o form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another

o start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.

o write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one
another and to lower-case letters

e use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters



Autumn 1:

Recap of letters already taught using formation phrases.

Autumn 2:
Looped letters:

k

Y

A

Diagonal joins to letters without ascenders:
ol an S UL LN
er oW u AU I3
as L0 ie )3 e
Horizontal joins to letters without ascenders:
ou NU MU XL Lere
0e re e Ne e
Ol on 00 Jo Jo,%
OW Joj0)

Diagonal joins to letters with ascenders:

Jolo)

it

I

th

85

g 5

de

T E

Horizontal joins to letters with ascenders:

ol

:

ot

Summer 1:

Diagonal joins to letters with descenders:




2 ph | qu | igh | ng
s | fe ge

Horizontal joins to letters with descenders:

op | Oy

Years 3 and 4

Pupils in Year 3 and 4 will begin weekly handwriting sessions three times per week.
Letter formation will be taught using the LWLS formation phrases, even when diagonal
and horizontal strokes are taught. Review joins taught in Year 2, following the
suggested progression. The phrases ‘lead in’ and ‘join’ will be used.

In Year 4, handwriting lessons could focus on the spelling of tricky words and key
vocabulary. Children should begin to practise writing sentences and short passages.
Children are expected to apply letter joins when writing in all areas of the curriculum.

National Curriculum Aims:

Pupils should be taught to:

o use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined

e increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for example, by
ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, and that lines
of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do
not touch]

e pupils should be using joined handwriting throughout their independent writing.
Handwriting should continue to be taught, with the aim of increasing the fluency
with which pupils are able to write down what they want to say (non-statutory).

Years 5 and 6

Pupils in Years 5 and 6 will complete handwriting lessons twice a week. Children should
practise writing sentences and short passages. Children should apply letter joins when
writing in all areas of the curriculum

National Curriculum Aims:

Pupils should be taught to:

o write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by:

o choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or
not to join specific letters

o choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task



Appendix A

Grapheme and mnemonic

Picture card

Pronunciation phrase

Formation phrase

Show your teeth and and let the s
hiss out ssssss ssssss

Under the snake’s chin, slide down
and round its tail.

Open your mouth wide and make
the ‘a’ sound at the back of your
mouth a a a

Around the astronaut’s helmet, and
down into space.

Open your lips; put the tip of your
tongue behind your teeth and press
ttt

From the tiger's nose to its tail,
then follow the stripe across the
tiger.

penguin

Bring your lips together and push
them open and say p p p

Down the penguin’s back, up and
round its head.

pull your lips back and make the '’
sound at the back of your mouth
iit

Down the iguana’s bedy, then draw
a dot [on the leaf] at the top.

Open your lips a bit,put your
tongue behind your teeth and
make the nnnnn sound nnnnn

Down the stick, up and over the
net.

mouse

Put your lips together and make
the mmmmm sound mmmmm

Down, up and over the mouse’s
ears, then add a flick on the nose.
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Grapheme and mnemonic Picture card

Pronunciation phrase

Formation phrase

Put your tongue to the top and

ront our mouth and make a
E]

quick d sound d d d

Round the duck’s body, up to its
head and down to its feet.

Give me a big smile that shows
your teeth. Press the middle of your
tongue to the top and back of your
mouth and push your tongue down
and forward to make the

sound g g g

Round the goat's face, up to his
ear; down and curl under his chin.

Make your mouth inte round shape
and say o o ©

All around the octopus.

Open your mouth into a little smile,
make your tongue flat and move it
up towards the top of your mouth
tosayece

Curl around the cat.

Open your mouth into a little smile,
make your tongue flat and move it
up towards the top of your mouth
tosay k k k

Down the kite, up and across, back
and down to the corner.

sock

Open your mouth into a little smile,
make your tongue flat and move it
up towards the top of your mouth

tosayeccc

c Curl round the heel of the sock.
k Down the sock, up and round,
back and dewn and to the corner.

Catchphrase: Rock that sock!

elephant

Open your mouth wide and say
eee

Around the elephant’s eye and
down its trunk.
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Grapheme and mnemonic

Picture card

Pronunciation phrase

Formation phrase

umbrella

Open your mouth wide and say
wuwu

Down and around the umbrella,
stop at the top and down to the
bottom and flick

Show me your teeth to make a rrrr
sound rrrrer rrerrr

From the cloud to the ground, up
the arch and over the rainbow.

helicopter

Open your mouth and breathe out
sharply h h h

Down, up and over the helicopter

Put your lips together and say b as
you open them b b b

Down bear’s back, up and round
his big tummy.

Open your lips a little, put your
teeth on your bottom lip and push
the air out to make the sound ffffff

bijiiif

Down the flamingo’s neck, all the
way to its foot, then across its
wings.

u
r
h
b
J
l

Open your mouth a little, put
your tongue up to the top of your

mouth behind your teeth and press
LLLL LELL

All the way down the lollipop.
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Grapheme and mnemonic

Picture card

Pronunciation phrase

Formation phrase

jellyfish

Pucker your lips and show
your teeth use your tongue

asyousayjjj

All the way down the
jellyfish. Dot on its head.

volcano

Put your teeth against your
bottom lip and make a
buzzing vwvv vvvv

Down to the bottom of the
volcano, and back up to the
top.

Pucker your lips and keep
them small as you say w
wow

From the top of the wave
to the bottom, up the wave,
down the wave, then up
again.

Mouth open then push the
cs/x sound through as you
close your mouth cs ¢s cs

(x xx)

Start at the top, then across
to the bottom of the box.
Start at the top, then across
to the bottom of the box.

yous

Smile, tongue to the top of
your mouth, say y without
opening your mouth

Down and round the yo-yo,
then follow the string round.

Show me your teeth and
buzz the z sound zzzzzz
zzZ22Z

Zip across, zag down and
across the zebra.
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Grapheme and mnemonic

Picture card

Pronunciation phrase

Formation phrase
Catchphrase

Pucker your mouth,
then open it as you say

ql.l. qu ql.l.

Round the queen’s face, up
to her crown, down her robe
with a flick at the end.

qu Quick, it's the queen!

Veiced: Tongue on your
teeth, teeth almost closed to
make a ‘buzzing' th th th
Unvolced: Tongue on your
teeth push the air out

th th th

th Thumbs up, we're having
fun.

Show me your teeth
and push the air out
shshshshsh shshshshsh

sh Share the shells.

cherries

Pucker your lips and show
your teeth. Use your tonque
as you say ch ch ch

ch Chew the cherries,
children.

ring

Open your mouth a bit and
then use your tongue at the
back of your mouth to say

ngngn9

Bling on a ring.

pink panda

—

Open your mouth a bit and
then use your tongue at the
back of your mouth to say

ngk ngk ngk

n I think I am pink.
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