
Winslow Church of England School Handwriting Policy 

 

Handwriting expectations: 

Reception  LWLS letter formation   
KS1 Daily  
Year 3 and 4 10 minutes three times a week 
Year 5 and 6 10 minutes twice a week 

 

Progression of handwriting skills: 

Reception 

At Winslow CE School, we follow the Little Wandle Letters and Sounds (LWLS) phonics 
programme. Children in Reception will begin learning the LWLS letter formation (see 
Appendix A) during phonics lessons from Week 2 of the Autumn term following the 
progression of GPCs taught. Children will begin to apply these formation phrases when 
spelling during phonics lessons in Autumn 1, Week 5 planning. 

 

Year 1 

Pupils in Year 1 will begin daily handwriting sessions. Letter formation will continue to 
be taught using the LWLS formation phrases.  

National Curriculum Aims: 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 sit correctly at a table, holding a pencil comfortably and correctly 

 begin to form lower-case letters in the correct direction, starting and finishing in the 
right place 

 form capital letters 

 form digits 0-9 

 understand which letters belong to which handwriting ‘families’ (ie letters that are 
formed in similar ways) and to practise these 

 

Autumn 1: 

Set 1: c o a d g    e s f   

Set 2: l i t j y u 
 

Autumn 2: 

Set 3: m n r h b p k  



Set 4: v w x z 
 

Spring 1 and Spring 2: 

Reinforcement of letters already taught using formation phrases.  

Capital letters: 

A B C D E F G 

H I J K L M N 

O P Q R S T U 

V W X Y Z   
 

Summer 1: 

Begin handwriting of tricky words and CVC words. 

 

Summer 2: 

Recap of letter formation, including capital letters and tricky words. Begin to learn 
handwriting by writing simple sentences. 

 

Year 2 
Pupils in Year 2 will continue to have daily handwriting sessions. Diagonal and 
horizontal strokes will be introduced. Letter formation will be taught using the LWLS 
formation phrases, even when diagonal and horizontal strokes are taught. The looped k, 
y, g, f, j should be taught. The phrases ‘lead in’ and ‘join’ will be used. 
 

National Curriculum Aims: 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 form lower-case letters of the correct size relative to one another 

 start using some of the diagonal and horizontal strokes needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined.  

 write capital letters and digits of the correct size, orientation and relationship to one 
another and to lower-case letters 

 use spacing between words that reflects the size of the letters 

 



Autumn 1: 

Recap of letters already taught using formation phrases.  

 

Autumn 2: 

Looped letters: 

     
 

Spring 1: 

Diagonal joins to letters without ascenders: 

i r s u w 
r w r r s 
s a e e e 

 

Horizontal joins to letters without ascenders: 

u i i e  
     

i n o r v 
w a    

 

Spring 2: 

Diagonal joins to letters with ascenders: 

b l t h n 
l h h d e 
e r    

 

Horizontal joins to letters with ascenders: 

l h    
 

 

Summer 1: 

Diagonal joins to letters with descenders: 



f h u gh g 
qu e e e  

 

Horizontal joins to letters with descenders: 

p y  
 

 

Years 3 and 4 

Pupils in Year 3 and 4 will begin weekly handwriting sessions three times per week. 
Letter formation will be taught using the LWLS formation phrases, even when diagonal 
and horizontal strokes are taught. Review joins taught in Year 2, following the 
suggested progression. The phrases ‘lead in’ and ‘join’ will be used. 

 In Year 4, handwriting lessons could focus on the spelling of tricky words and key 
vocabulary. Children should begin to practise writing sentences and short passages. 
Children are expected to apply letter joins when writing in all areas of the curriculum. 

National Curriculum Aims: 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 use the diagonal and horizontal strokes that are needed to join letters and 
understand which letters, when adjacent to one another, are best left unjoined 

 increase the legibility, consistency and quality of their handwriting, [for example, by 
ensuring that the downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistant, and that lines 
of writing are spaced sufficiently so that the ascenders and descenders of letters do 
not touch]  

 pupils should be using joined handwriting throughout their independent writing. 
Handwriting should continue to be taught, with the aim of increasing the fluency 
with which pupils are able to write down what they want to say (non-statutory). 

 

Years 5 and 6 
Pupils in Years 5 and 6 will complete handwriting lessons twice a week. Children should 
practise writing sentences and short passages. Children should apply letter joins when 
writing in all areas of the curriculum 

 
National Curriculum Aims: 

Pupils should be taught to: 

 write legibly, fluently and with increasing speed by: 

 choosing which shape of a letter to use when given choices and deciding whether or 
not to join specific letters 

 choosing the writing implement that is best suited for a task 
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